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LEXICOGRAPHICAL LESSONS
One of the key tools we have in our profession is the gift of knowing words.  Whether we are dealing with attorneys, judges, or other legal assistants, we establish ourselves on the level of vocabulary we use to communicate (i.e. in conversations or in writing).  We should therefore take the extra time to familiarize ourselves with a broad array of vocabulary.  Below is just a short list of terms that might be helpful in this process.

Abscond v to depart clandestinely; to steal off and hide

Dénouement n an outcome or solution; the unraveling of a plot

Fervent adj greatly emotional or zealous

Philistine n a crass individual guided by material rather than intellectual or artistic values

Voracious adj having an insatiable appetite for an activity or pursuit, ravenous
Agent. One who is authorized to act for or in place of another; a representative; something that produces an effect

Casus omissus.  A situation not provided for by a statute or contract, and therefore governed by caselaw or new judge-made law.

Civil Code.  The code that embodied the law of Rome; The code that embodies the law of France, from which a great part of the Louisiana Civil Code is derived.

Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA).  A federal law, enacted in 1938, that regulates minimum wages, overtime pay, and the employment of minors, 29 USCA §§ 201-219.

Misnomer.  A mistake in naming a person, place, or thing, especially in a legal instrument.

Selections and definitions from Anne Curtis, Word Smart for the GRE, [New York, Random House, Inc. 2003] and Garner, Black’s Law Dictionary (2nd Pocket Ed. 1996)
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Lexicographical Lessons Puzzle
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Pro Bono Opportunity for Paralegals

The Central Illinois Paralegal Association is partnering with Prairie State Legal Services to establish a paralegal pro bono program.  In Illinois, a paralegal may represent clients in social security hearings.  A special training session will be held on June 9, 2007 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  This first training session will focus on social security issues.  Anyone interested in participating must be pre-registered.  To obtain a registration form, contact Ann Hill at (309) 766-0784 or send an email inquiry to the following address: 


ann.hill.h7q4@statefarm.com  

There is no cost for the training and CLE credit is available for NALA or NFPA certified paralegals.  
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So Long! Farewell! Auf Wiedersehen! Adieu!

Tuesday, February 27th was a bittersweet day in the State Farm Corporate Law Department. Our dear friend Jackie McKinnis enjoyed a surprise party given in her honor by her colleagues to celebrate her years of service to State Farm. It was while at State Farm that Jackie studied and earned her CLA designation.

She began work as an Energy Analyst for Growmark in Bloomington, IL shortly thereafter. We congratulate Jackie for recently passing her Series 3 -  Associated Person (broker) exam with the National Association of Security Dealers.

Luckily, we can still see Jackie’s smiling face each month at the CIPA meetings!  
Continued happiness and success in all you do, Jackie!
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Member News & Notes





One of our colleagues has passed the NALA certification exam. Our esteemed NALA Liaison, Debi D. Taylor, CLA.  





CONGRATULATIONS Debi!
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2007 CIPA Officers





President - Crystal Thomas





First Vice President - Gale L. Grant





Second Vice President – Diana Holderby





Treasurer – Jackie B. McKinnis, CLA





Secretary – Elizabeth Woodard





NALA Liaison – Debi D. Taylor, CLA











President’s Message





In my January message I introduced to you the 2007 Executive Board.  There has been a change.  Kathleen Weir submitted her resignation as Second Vice-President, which the Executive Board has accepted.   I would like to take this time to thank Kathleen for her service to CIPA.  The Executive Board nominated Diana Holderby as Second Vice-President which she graciously accepted.  Welcome and thank you Di!   





I hope that you are enjoying the monthly meetings.  February’s meeting unfortunately got cancelled due to the weather.  Isn’t Illinois wonderful?  In March we decided not to have a business meeting, but to have some fun.   We set up a meeting at the Garden of Beadin and ordered in dinner from Avanti’s.  Each person picked out beads for either a bracelet or a necklace.  We have some very talented people in our group.  The results were fabulous.  I think everyone had a good time.  In April we met at the DoubleTree for dinner and our meeting.  Stacy Tutt from Prairie State Legal Services was the speaker.  She gave a fabulous presentation.  Richard Bates of Property and Casualty Counseling at State Farm was our May speaker.   His presentation was on paralegal regulation and ethics.   





As I am typing this letter plans are underway to celebrate our 20th anniversary.  I indicated in the last newsletter that the 20th Anniversary Committee and the Seminar Committee are working very diligently on this endeavor.  The plans are still in the early stages, but without giving anything away, I think a good time will be had by all.  Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard on not only the 20th anniversary but the educational seminar.  I am sure, as in the past, the committee will put together a wonderful day for us.   I for one am looking forward to it.





Crystal Thomas, President.
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